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 June Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
June 1 - Simon Pascoe 
         5 – David Porch 
            - Margaret & Brian Cook W.A. 
         9 - Lois Webb  
       10 –Thomas Hibbs 
       11 - Naomi Brain 
              Wendy Papasolomontos 
       13 - Lynne Bye 
       18 - Ian Pascoe 
       21 - Tom Bye                
              Dave Pugh 
       23 - Robin Mackay 
       24 - Andrews Staples 
       27 - Pip Jenkins 
        28 - Liz & Martin Jaehme W.A. (40) 

 
St John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a Zoom Service on Sun-
day evenings at 6pm, led by 

people from all over the            
Yatton Moor Team. 

 
If you have an email              
address contact Julia Bush to 
be put on the list for the link 
each week.  

 
If you are ‘internet free’ she 
can pass on the phone number 
for the day, usually available in 
the morning. 
Julia Bush 
01275 873554 
 

The Church of England  
has decided that a named person may 
go into the church to say prayers for 

the local community. 
 

Jenny Pascoe will be praying for us 
in church twice weekly. 

 
If anyone in the village would like a 
particular prayer  or a candle lit, 
please would they contact   
Jenny Tel  878451,  
 
alternatively Julia 873554 or  
John 078 1667 1304 

 
 
Our Flag  was flown on Sunday 
3rd May to celebrate the 90th 
birthday of  Cyril Willcox. 
 
Cyril was born 
and farmed at 
Yew Tree Farm, 
Kenn, and now  
lives with 
daughter  
Rosemary at 
Kingfisher in 
Kenn Street. 
 
Floodlighting 
Our Church was floodlit to  
celebrate VE Day on the 8th May 
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A Message from Revd Tim Scott  

Rector of Yatton Moor Parish 
 
 
I'm writing this the day after Ascension Day. The Diocesan prayer for  
Ascension Day reads,  
 
‘We pray for all those who may feel like God is absent, that they would feel 
at peace and a new connection to God in whatever way that may come’. 
 
At times of uncertainty and anxiety God can seem to be absent. The feast 
of Pentecost that the church celebrates on 31st May, when we remember 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, reminds us that God is present with us even 
if it doesn’t feel like that.  
 
Whilst our church buildings remain closed (and we long for the time when 
we can open them again) we are now in a position to allow an appointed 
and authorised person to go into the church building to say prayers for the 
local community.  
 
I am delighted that in Kenn this person is Jenny Pascoe and do please let 
her know if there are things you would like her to pray for.  
 
I hope this is both something of comfort to people and something which will 
enable people to feel the presence of God at this difficult time. 
 
I'm also delighted to say that we have fixed a date for the licensing of Fran 
Binding as House for Duty priest with prime responsibility for Kenn and 
Kingston Seymour. The date is 3rd. August.  Details will follow later as we 
are still not sure what form the licensing will take and whether it will need to 
be a virtual licensing!  It is great however that we have a date as we look to 
welcome Fran. I know that she will be holding you in her prayers and 
please hold her in yours as she makes preparations for her move. 
 
I continue to hold you all in my prayers and I pray that you will know the 
presence and the peace of the Risen and Ascended Lord and the power of 
the Holy Spirit within your lives.  
 
May God bless you all. 
           Tim. 
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Supper Club and News from the Drum 
 
When we could not meet up for Supper Club in March I don’t think any 
of us anticipated that we would come to this point and still not see any 
likelihood of Jamie being able to open up The Drum any time soon.   
  
He still does his best to provide take-away meals to anyone who  
wishes to order.    
 
He has decided to call Thursday night Burger Night and Friday, Fish and 
Chip night and continues to cook delicious roasts on Sundays.    
 
He sometimes likes to cook lasagne if a group of people choose to order. 
 
Fortunately for the future of our village pub he remains determined! 
 
To order:  You can email on jfthomas314@gmail.com   
 
Otherwise phone numbers  to use are: Jamie 07393 743471 or Josie 07821 197102. 
 

 
A message from Celia Andrews 
 
May's annual Coffee Morning for Christian Aid  
took place not in the Church Room but in people's  
homes: kettles on, coffee mugs out.   
 
I suggested (or John did on his machines) that they thought, and perhaps chatted, 
about the charity's on going work throughout the world.  
 
A donation direct to the charity would be appreciated -  but not compulsory!  
 
Some people have told me they donated. It was different but the charity always 
needs people to recognise its work. 
  
And from Julia  Bush   Christian Aid Week 2020 

Many thanks to everyone who donated to Christian Aid Week, in which 

ever way you found possible. 

 

As well as all its long term projects, Christian Aid is now engaged in 

helping developing countries combat the spread of Covid 19. 

 

It's never to late to donate. 

To give £5 to Christian Aid TEXT HELP to 70477   Thankyou,   
 

mailto:jfthomas314@gmail.com
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LUNCH AT ST JOHN’S KENN.  
Usually on the first Monday of the month, 12.00 noon to 2.00pm.  

 
There will be no lunch at St John’s in June and for the foreseeable future.  

 

I have done the accounts for October 2019 until March this year.   

£505 raised. 

- £110 expenses. 

- £50 start-up fund for next year. 

= £345. I will send £345 to the food bank this week.  

At the moment I am thinking we will not have the lunch again until Jan or Feb 2021.      

I know this sounds over-cautious. It will be best to wait and see, as lockdown restrictions 

are lifted, if there is a rise in corona cases and at worst deaths.     

 

This is so we are all safe and we do not spread the Coronavirus. 

 

Stay safe and well. Caroline. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stowell/Hibbs Family Exercise  on VE Day 
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As we bake in the Hottest, Driest May for a long time our thanks  go 
to John Croxton for these fascinating facts.  

 
Historic Weather Events. 

 
January 1916 (yes,1916). Warmest January ever recorded in England! 
                                            Average temp. 6.3 C. 
March 9th 1948.   London temp. 74 f. 
February 1949.     106 hrs Sunshine @ Kew 
April 16th 1949.     84 C. Warmest Easter Saturday for 50 years!        
     So late 1890’s temp. 
                                was even higher! 
July 7th 1949.       Temperature in Bristol dropped 25F in 24 hours. 
 
26th Nov - 9th Dec. 1952. Two weeks bad weather in Bristol with  
frozen snow and thick fog! Cumberland Basin frozen over. Ice on River 
Avon @ Bristol Bridge 
                                
December 5th 1952 Bristol temperature 19F = 13degrees F below 
freezing! 

 
Thankyou so much 
for all my 70th 
Birthday Greetings 
on VE Day. 
 
I had a lovely day, 
digital contact 
with family far and 
wide and cards, 
greetings and even 
a 'Happy Birthday 
' chorus over the 
gate. 
 
Perfect.  Julia 
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Useful Numbers: 
 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
Lyn & Nigel Burnett  01275 870189 
Kvhallbooking@gmail.com 
 
St John the Evangelist Contact Parish 
Office 01934 832184 or Churchwardens 
 
Yatton Moor Parish Office  
  01934 832184 
 
Churchwarden:    
John Ball 874077/Mobile  078 1667 0304 
Julia Bush  873554 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323  
  Chris Taylor         872781 
 
    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 
    News & Views:  
 
Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
Email - Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 

 
ON-LINE ONLY   

 
10.30am  

 
Thursday 4th June 

 

Catalogues can be viewed at 
www/Clevedon-salerooms.com 

 
Live on-line bidding 

       
     COFFEE MORNING     
              
 
Postponed till Coronavirus is sorted 

North Somerset Times 
 
Copies of this local 
newspaper are  available in 
the Church Porch. 
 

Recycling/food waste     Mondays  1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th June 
 
Dustbin                            Mondays   1st, 15th, 29th June 
  
Green Waste                    Mondays   1st, 15th, 29th June 
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Bird News 
 
 

Our summer visitor warblers have arrived in force and at the time of  writing are 
enjoying the warm sunny weather. Swallows, House Martins and Swifts have 
done less well although surprisingly there was a party of  about 20 House            
Martins over the new houses at North End, Yatton. A few migrant Wheatears 
also put in an appearance with three in Yatton on the 14th, one would you           
believe, photographed in Wheatear Road. 
 
Bryan Thompson recorded a Sparrowhawk capturing a Magpie, but then,               
presumably having second thoughts, releasing it immediately. John Croxton also 
noted a Sparrowhawk albeit without the Magpie element and another bird was 
calling on Kenn Moor. But the prize for raptor spotting in May goes to Mr and 
Mrs Porter Senior who saw a Red Kite over the Hanging field in Kenn. Kites 
were also spotted at Yatton and Claverham. 
 
Sarah Clark had been informed of  a Cuckoo calling at Cadbury Hill and Jon 
Hobbs heard one from Duck Lane. What is likely to have been the same bird 
has been calling near Sandford, Congresbury and Yatton. I have heard this bird 
twice and seen it once and according to my records there has been the most 
Cuckoo activity locally since 2007. That said it does seem to be one very wide 
ranging individual. Another was calling near Wick St Lawrence and reported 
from the sea wall at Kingston Seymour. This is almost certainly another bird. 
 
Sarah also reported two Green Woodpeckers feeding in her garden and one was 
calling in the Littlewood Reserve. Barn Owl sightings came from Congresbury 
Moor and whilst the warm settled weather will be beneficial to them lack of  
rain and grass growth could stifle vole numbers, their almost exclusive prey  
species. 
 
And finally, a semi albino Blackbird has been frequenting Arnold’s Way, Yatton. 
Quite an exotic looking creature, it has a white head and neck with a normal 
black body. 
 
Trevor Riddle.   01934 835208. 
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The 26 times round the field walk. 
 
I was watching young Frank Mills bravely doing his walk for charity 
when I wondered what I could do to raise some money for Weston 
Hospicecare.  
 
I racked my brain, which didn’t take long, for something I could do 
which meant I did not have to leave our land as we needed to  
follow government guidelines.  
 
The field attached to our house is approx. 5 acres so I decided to 
walk 26 times round the field sticking rigidly to the boundaries.  
 
Rain was in the air but the BBC weather forecast showed me a 6 
hour gap in the afternoon. Off I set walking boots on, rainproof top 
(I didn’t trust the forecast), long trousers and a hat.  
 
The sheep were alarmed at first as I set out on this epic journey 
but after a while they just ignored me showing suitable disdain.  
 
In the end it took me 4 hours and 20 minutes with a 5 minute 
“comfort break” and a quick cup of tea. 
 
The generosity of my neighbours, friends and family has been  
overwhelming.  
 
The total so far (with Gift aid) is just under £3500 made up of  
donations via my Virginmoneygiving web page and private cheques. 
 
I have been raising money for 20 years organising golf days and tea 
parties resulting in the same amount of money but with a lot more 
work! 
 
A big, big THANK YOU to all the people who donated to this  
deserving Charity. Weston Hospicecare, who do a fantastic job not 
only at the Hospice but also out in the community, need money  
because  many of their spring/summer fundraising events have 
been cancelled.  
 
So my Virginmoneygiving page is still open if you would like to help.  
We would also like to say a great big thank you to all the  
wonderful people who have helped us during the lockdown.    
 
     Robin at Church Path Cottage 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  382 JUNE 2020 

10 

Lockdown - in the life of a Swan 
 

The morning of Tuesday 17
th
 March seemed a fairly ‘normal’ day for the time of year.  

I had been happily accompanying students for their Advanced Level Music Theatre 
exams in Bristol, but on returning home I found that all my adult students had  
cancelled their lessons for that day... and beyond.   
From then onwards, teaching, and life as I knew it, suddenly stopped! 
 
One positive thing came from the ‘new normal’ and that was, time for exercise!   
In a bid to escape the isolation of being in a house alone, I resurrected my old bike 
and started cycling along the Moors.  

 
It was then that I discovered Swans! Two 
pairs of beautiful birds had built their nests 
very close to the road and didn’t seem at all 
worried about traffic, or people stopping to 
take photos! 
 
Over a period of 6 weeks I was fortunate 
enough to follow these Swans. The first pair 
were starting to incubate their eggs (6), so I 

had some idea when the Cygnets would 
hatch.  It’s usually between 35-42 days. 
The second pair had 2 eggs, laid      
precariously on a bank at that time.       
It takes a while for the nest to be built,                        
and it continues to be built and       
maintained by both parties while the 
eggs are continuing to be laid, and there 
after. 
 
An egg is laid about every other day 
and the male (Cob) is responsible for finding a suitable nesting spot. He will also pull 
out vegetation close by for his ‘Pen’, who will then add it to her nest. 

 
Regarding incubation, it’s only when the Pen    
finally sits on her complete clutch of eggs that the 
incubation process begins. The Cob will take over 
‘sitting duties’, allowing her to go off to feed, but 
it’s her higher body temperature which starts and 
maintains the incubation process.  
 
This is why the eggs all hatch at the same time.  
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She will continually turn her eggs, so they all benefit from her body heat. She’ll  also 
pull out some of her feathers underneath (her ‘brood spot’) - which means the eggs 
will receive her maximum body heat.   
  
The ’Courtship display’ was 
something that I was really 
lucky to witness, not once, but 
twice! It was akin to a Ballet! 
The pair began by looking at 
each other (alternately turning 
their heads to admire their  
partner). They then started 
ducking their heads in and out 
of the water, up and own....until 
they eventually synchronised 
their actions.  
 
After some time, their breasts 
met and there was more appreciation shown through ‘looking’. This was also when 
the famous ‘heart shape’ of necks was formed.  
 
Following that, the Swans draped their necks over each other, before copulation.  
The Cob then mounted his Pen from the side and held her head under water with his 
beak for several seconds (which could have looked like a drowning!!) but having  
witnessed and researched this behaviour, I can honestly say that it’s perfectly normal!  
 
Also, our ‘Mute Swan’ is anything but ‘Mute’.  Both male and female have quite a  
vocabulary - and definitely let out a ‘groan’ after copulation! 
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It was purely by chance that I came across these Swans, but they became (and still 
are) an important part of my life during ‘Lockdown’.  
 
They are a reminder that life goes on, regardless. The first pair were fortunate 
enough to have 6 healthy Cygnets, and have since moved on.  
 
Tragically, the second Pen and her  
almost-hatched Cygnets were  
taken by a Fox.  
 
It’s heart-breaking, but it’s also life. 
That Fox needed to feed itself and 
probably its own babies.   
 
I have since come across another 
Swan’s nest....and so it goes on.... 
 
 
 

 
Make the most of every moment, appreciate the ‘here and now’, and treasure those 
memories!   
X 
 
Jo Manning 

 
Some folk kindly put their copies of the North Somerset Times back in the church porch after they 
have read them.    
     Perhaps a few more of us could become sharers too. 
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Dreams 
 
 
It was Martin Luther King who said “I have a dream” and it is a phrase which has 
stuck in the English language ever since he uttered it in 1963. 
 
People have said to me that one of the benefits of the current lockdown is that 
it has given them time to slow down, think and reflect.  
 
While I appreciate their viewpoint and where they are coming from I personally 
do not find that a benefit. I already had more than sufficient time to think. 
 
However whether it is a benefit or not, life has slowed down and we do have 
more time to think and reflect. 
 
And what do we think about? All those jobs we said we would do when we have 
time and now have realised that was only an excuse and there is no way they will 
ever get done?  
 
Perhaps we think about what we will do, (or not do) in the future when life  
restarts?  
 
Another phrase that has come into our language is “bucket list”.  
To remind you, a Bucket List is a list of things to do before you die.  
 
It identifies dreams that we want to make real. Lists concentrate the mind and 
put substance to those dreams that go around the mind and are a stepping stone 
to making them reality. 
 
Of course we might want to keep the dreams as dreams  
 
It is said every cloud has a silver lining. How about using this period of lockdown 
as an opportunity to review your hopes and dreams and then list and plan how you 
will actually bring them to pass ?  
 
And finally, do you have any dreams for Kenn? One of mine is for safe roads.       
I have been hit by cars five times since moving to Kenn so I have a vested  
interest.  
 
Martin Luther King could have kept his dream to himself but sharing it inspired 
whole sectors of America and its legacy is still felt today even though he did not 
see the fulfilment himself, so why not share your dreams for Kenn and inspire 
the rest of us?  
 
 
Stephen Brain 
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Heaven Preserve Us - There is a complete selection of Jams,  
Marmalades and Chutneys  in the porch at Quercus Kenn Street 
 
Cakes 
 
I will be baking the kind of cakes I usually sell at Kenn Village Market 
on FRIDAY 12th June - To order only 
Please order by Thursday 11th, delivery or collection to be arranged on 
the day.           Profits to 'Smile Train' 
 
Julia Bush  01275 873554  

 
Book group. 
 
We will not be meeting in the pub for book group nor getting together  
anywhere else.  
 
During these strange times of the Coronavirus we have to keep ourselves and everyone 
else safe. 
    Despite this book group will continue. 
 
We all seem to be very busy and filling our time during the lockdown. There must be some 
mathematical  equation that as spare time expands it still gets filled up with things to do.  
 
We have still been reading but not any more than usual as there is so much to do! 
 
Next week we are going to have a zoom meeting. Most of us are now used to doing courses 
and meetings on zoom.  
 
Book group on zoom will be a hoot. If anyone would like to join us you will be very welcome. 
You can just share your current read.  
 
June. 2020.     Share and swop what we are currently reading.  
 
Stay safe and well.   Book group.     
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Simple home made face masks in 
the porch at Quercus.  
 
Help yourself.  
 
Small donation in support of  

   ‘Smiletrain’ please.  

 
 

V.E. 
 

Day 
 

In 
 

Kenn 
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A preview for 2021 -  Ali Ball has previously given a talk at Kenn  
W.I. and is coming to Kenn next year. 
 
 - details below of two courses available soon 

 
 

Thanks go to Barbara Dixon for  
a prayer to be used while Hand Washing 

 
As I wash my hands today, 

Wash my heart from fear I pray. 
Wash my mind from needless fret, 

Wash the world from deadly threat. 
Wash the needy with your Grace, 

Wash me as I seek your Face. 
Wash me Jesus in every part, 

Wash my body, mind and heart. 
 

AMEN 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE    382 JUNE 2020 

17 

 

 

    Kenn W.I. 

 

At the May meeting of the Kenn W.I. we  
were to have welcomed Diane and Peter  
Woolf who were going to tell us about their  
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostella last year.  
 
In June we were hoping to be told about a subject dear to the hearts of all North 
Somerset dwellers.   
 
Tim Bush was coming to talk about the Drainage Board.   
The thinking now is that the W.I. will just transfer its programme to 2021 (hopefully) 
and we look forward to hearing these speakers in May and June 2021 if they are 
available. 
 
Members have been keeping in touch by telephone and all other means available to 
them.  So far all are well and only one has succumbed to a mild dose of the virus and 
has recovered. 
 
It would appear that all W.I.’s are doing the same thing to keep in touch with their 
members and each other.   
 
Avon Federation is producing its Newsletter electronically and every member  
receives a copy of the magazine W.I. Life.  It is posted to members’ homes and is an 
interesting read while sitting in the garden with a cup of tea.   
 
This month there was news of the various campaigns that the WI is involved in,  
recipes, a sewing project, puzzles, a book club, an article about the Land army and 
news from WI’s around the country. 
 
There is no sign yet of our next meeting and we shall probably just be so pleased to 
be together again that we shall just sit and talk.   
 
WE will all be delighted to welcome anyone who wants to join us.   
 
Until that time it is hoped that everyone, and their families, will stay safe and well. 
 
Ann Holtham   
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Neighbourhood Watch 
 

Received 29th May 

Somerset Loft Insulation Scam Warning 

Always be wary of  any cold callers, whether in person, by email or by 

phone. Never give out any personal details, especially financial information.  

Received 18th May - offers of  “virus ventilation and sanitation due to lockdown” are probably 

another scam to beware of. 

 

Received 15th May - Keeping Children Safe Online. 

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/media/32957798/keeping-children-safe-online-during-

the-coronavirus-pandemic.pdf 

Received 30th April 

You Are Not Alone – Police launch domestic abuse campaign to victims and survivors to 
seek help 

you-are-not-alone-domes https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk///media/32957587/you-are-

not-alone-domestic-abuse-.pdftic-abuse-.pdf 

Received 17th April - Senior safety videos, topic of  Covid-19 scams and frauds that are being 

targeted at the vulnerable and elderly, is now available.               This may help protect the many 

frightened and vulnerable elderly citizens in our communities. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUWkITYmcQg&feature=youtu.be 

Received 16th April - Tesco Email Scam 

We have been alerted by a Neighbourhood Watch scheme of  a scam email that claims to be from 

Tesco saying that “You Are Our Winner”. It doesn’t say what you have won, but asks you to click 

on a link to confirm your identity. Please don’t click on these links as you may download a virus 

onto your computer. At the very least it will try and get your personal details. The email comes 

from a company in Kentucky in the United States. 

As with any email you get unexpectedly from someone you don’t know, delete this message with-

out clicking on any of  the links 

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/media/32957587/you-are-not-alone-domestic-abuse-.pdf
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/media/32957587/you-are-not-alone-domestic-abuse-.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUWkITYmcQg&feature=youtu.be
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